Education for home-care providers.
Continuing education for home-care nurses is necessary because of the many different levels of educational preparation among nurses working in this practice setting and the lack of a structured orientation program at many agencies. Unique educational needs include the need to feel confident with physical assessment skills, nursing diagnosis, family dynamics, patient teaching, and counseling. Competence in the use of computers and documentation forms also is a necessity. The development of any educational program should include identification of the target audience, needs assessment, planning and design of the program, strategy for implementation, and an evaluation strategy.